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and give private orders to all the soldiers, in every
place, to join in bodies, and meet at two general
rendezvous, which I would have appointed to be,
one at Bristol, and one at West-Chester. I demon-
strated how easily all the forces might reach these
two places; and both being strong and wealthy
places, and both sea-ports, he would have a free
communication by sea, with Ireland, and with his
friends abroad; and having Wales entirely his own,
he might yet have an opportunity to make good
terms for himself, or else have another fair field
with the enemy.

Upon a fair calculation of his troops in several
garrisons and small bodies dispersed about, I con-
vinced the king, by his own accounts, that he might
have two complete armies, each of twenty-five thou-
sand foot, eight thousand horse, and two thousand
dragoons; that the lord Goring and the lord Hopton
might ship all their forces, and come by sea in two
tides, and be with him in a shorter time than the
enemy could follow.

With two such bodies he might face the enemy,
and make a day of it; but now his men were only
sacrificed, and eaten up by piecemeal in a party
war, and spent their lives and estates to do him no
service. That if the parliament garrisoned the
towns and castles he should quit, they would lessen
their army, and not dare to see him in the field;
and if they did not, but left them open, then it would
be no loss to him, but he might possess them as often
as he pleased.

This advice I pressed with such arguments, that
the king was once going to despatch orders for the
doing it: but to be irresolute in council, is always
the companion of a declining fortune; the king
was doubtful, and could not resolve till it was too
late.